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Minutes of Knaresborough Cricket Club Annual General Meeting. 05 December 2014 

The President welcomed all members to the meeting. He explained that the club had had a good 

year both on a financial and cricketing point, he gave thanks to Brian and Wendy Sage for their 

efforts with the bar and thanked the principal officers Don Winspear, Tony Blackburn, Brian Sage 

and Jonathan Corcoran for their efforts during the year. 

Present; Peter Bedford, Don Winspear, Tony Blackburn, Brian Sage, Jonathan Corcoran, Simon 

Bridson, Neil Holden, Richard Perham, Mike Baxandall, Robbie Brown, Peter Walker, Margaret 

Winspear, Anita Wood, Brian Wood, Jim Frusher, Chris Wood, Richard Tattersall, Jonathan 

Tattersall, Andrew Ward, Dave Artindale, Jordan Tear, Dennis Hill, Pam Moyle.   

1. Apologies For absence; Kevin Hullah, Angela Hullah, Andy Ward jnr, David Simmonds, 

Alistair Carey, Dennis Proctor. 

2a. Minutes of last AGM. 29 November 2013. Approved as a true record of the meeting and the 

Chairman duly signed them as such. 

2b. Matters Arising 

None.  

3. Honorary Secretary’s Report 

The Honorary Secretary delivered his report for 2014. A copy is attached to these minutes. 

4. Honorary Treasurer’s Report 

The club accounts are attached to these minutes. 

The Honorary Treasurer was happy to report another year where income exceeded expenditure.  

The upgrading and refurbishment of the facilities has been made possible with the aid of a grant 

from Sport England. To secure the grant the club was required to add £5000.00 from its own funds 

which we were able to do. The project is not complete but provision has been made in the accounts 

for it to be finished in the 2013 - 2014 financial year. 

To comply with legislation regarding holiday pay the club has paid £3000 in the last financial year. 

Payments were backdated to January 2013 and amounted to 12.2% of the employees’ wages earned 

in that period. We anticipate this additional cost will be £1500 to £2000 each year. 

Margins on bar sales have been maintained but as our outgoing are increasing we need more people 

to use the bar. The revenue for hirings is down on the previous year due to the loss of some regular 

hirers and a lower demand for private functions. The committee will address this in the coming year 

and hope to see an improvement. 



The Club has splendid support again this year for Friday evening junior cricket practice and also for 

the Fireworks event on November 5th. It would be good if we can build on these excellent evenings. 

The Honorary Treasurer thanked everyone for their support and mentioned that it was a pleasure to 

bank the money that is being raised. Special mention was made of the previous treasurer for the 

help and assistance to the incumbent.     

5. Membership Secretary’s report 

The Membership Secretary informed members that although subscription rates are due for review 

they will be kept at the current rate for 2015 due to it being the bicentenary celebration year. They 

will be review for 2016. 

A membership breakdown was provided; 

Total membership – 467 

Hon Life Member – 1 

Life Members – 35 

Vice Presidents – 38 

Social Members – 128 

Cricketers – Seniors 26, Juniors 121 

Table Tennis – 7 

Darts – 6 

Knaresborough Striders – 105 

6. Election of Captains 

The following Captains were unanimously elected for the 2015 season: 

1st XI – Simon Bridson 

2nd XI – Andy Ward jnr 

3rd XI – Tony Blackburn 

The evening league captains, who do not require election will be: 

A XI – Sam Ryan. B XI – Andy Ward jnr. 

7. Election of Officers and General Committee 

The Official posts requiring election this year were; President, Chairman and Membership 

Secretary. The only nomination received were for those already in post and they were unanimously 

elected. 

President - Peter Bedford 

Chairman - Don Winspear 

Membership Secretary – Neil Holden. 

Only 1 general Committee member was required to be re-elected this year and Mike Baxandall 

received a unanimous vote. 

8. Election of Vice Presidents 

No Vice presidents were elected. 

9. Election of Club Auditor 

Peter Walker indicated his willingness to continue as club auditor and this was unanimously 

approved. 



10. Any Other Business 

The Chairman displayed the proposed Programme of Events for the bi-centenary celebrations and 

informed the meeting that preparations were well underway. We are still looking for sponsorship. 

A request was made for more members to help man the stall at this year’s Knaresborough 

Edwardian Christmas Market.  

There was no further business and the meeting was closed. 

 



Secretary’s Report 2014. 

You may have heard and read some of this before. I make no apologies for not reinventing the 

wheel but I do mean what I say most sincerely. Oh, and I’ll keep you from the market for as long as 

possible.  

I will begin my report with cricket. In 2014 the 1st XI has been led by Simon Bridson. The team 

achieved a mid-table position with wins against Thackley, Upper Wharfedale, Bolton Villas, Tong 

Park, Green Lane and Skipton at home and Harden away. A large number of games were weather 

affected and it is likely that if we had a better summer, we would have achieved more success and a 

higher league position at the end of the season. While it is always pleasing to see that the 

development of junior players at the club, who have been integrated in to the first team, played a 

role in the season one of the stand out performers was an old stager - Neil Marshall  - who probably 

did not expect to play in the 1st team at the start of the season. We have moulded lots of good 

young cricketers and this has to be continued and I am sure that the team next year will have the 

very necessary blend of youth and experience when it is once again led by Simon. I am also pleased 

to report that the overseas player last year was another in the line of great young blokes who have a 

good cricket pedigree and Dylan Grandell filled this role admirably. It must have been a shock for 

him to be probably the 4th best cricketer in the house he lived in! 

Andy Ward’s 2nd XI had a much better season and only narrowly missed out on promotion. The 

final promotion place was not decided until the final game of the season and we missed out to North 

Leeds. The team once again blended a mix of very young (sometimes too young) and experienced 

players. Some of the fixtures unfortunately provided less than adequate opposition and a number of 

far too comfortable wins were achieved. This might sound ideal when striving for promotion but 

due to the points system voted for by the League’s clubs and introduced for 2014 it meant that 

bowling a side out for less than 120 in the first innings meant only 15 out of a maximum 20 points 

were then available. Andy not only excelled as Captain this year but also excelled with bat and ball 

scoring 2 hundreds and taking 8 wickets in 1 match. Incidentally his brother James took the other 2 

making it a Ward clean sweep.  Jordan Tear deserves mention for winning the League’s fielding 

prize for the 2nd XI competition.  

The 3rd XI struggled. Captain Tony Blackburn (please excuse me talking in the 3rd person but I’m 

speaking as Secretary) struggled all season to raise teams due to exams in the early part and 

holidays later on. The low point of the season was undoubtedly having to concede the away game 

against North Leeds due to being unable to raise a team. When a team was put together the bowling 

and fielding tended to be good enough to win matches. But, having put themselves in good 

positions by bowling sides out for modest totals they were unable to capitalise with the bat. James 

Keane batted well to get some good starts but no one was able to back him up and get us over the 

line. Jordan Tear again pops up for special mention. Last year he won the 3rd XI league fielding 

prize. This year he did it again as well as the 2nd team award. He is a precocious fielder and is 

developing into an excellent cricketer. If you were looking for role models, Jordan is a great 

example to the young boys and girls in the junior section.   

The Evening league A team, like the Saturday 1st team, finished in mid table of the top division.  

Some good wins were achieved but unfortunately it was not consistent enough to enable a challenge 

for the league title at the end of the season. 

The evening league B team were unfortunately relegated from division 3. As usual team selection 

was difficult and the help of the Alwoodley players was well received. It was never going to be easy 

for a club’s 2nd string to compete with the “1st” teams in Division 3 but having just missed 

promotion in 2013 the season was a disappointment. 

It’s good to see that you will be asked to elect the same three weekend cricket captains as last year. 

This offers a degree of stability which will hopefully lead to the attraction of new players and more 

success than 2014. The Evening League captains will be Sam Ryan for the A XI and Andy Ward jnr 

for the Bs. We wish them every success.     



2014 was another successful year for our Junior cricket section. Richard Perham as junior secretary 

again spent many hours at the club, ensuring that team managers and coaches were in place, 

ensuring that the players were challenged and had a great experience playing their cricket at KCC. 

It was great to see that Richard was awarded the clubman of the year award for 2014. Debbie 

Howard continued in the role of Junior Administrator, managing the registration of junior players 

and, equally as important, making sure they all paid. On top of this she also managed the under 

eleven teams and organised the social functions. Debbie also dedicates a huge amount of time and 

effort to the club and we are very grateful to her. Debbie is joined by a number of other ‘Mums who 

give their time and energy to help ensure that when the young cricketers are at the club they are 

well looked after, entertained and fed. The success of the September Friday night events and the 

food on Bonfire Night was testament to their efforts and we extend our thanks to all of them.   

There were successes on the pitch throughout the age groups but notable for special mention are 

firstly the Under 9s who performed very well to reach the final of the Coad Cup, they batted, 

bowled and fielded fantastically, and their Semi-final performance will live long in the memory. In 

addition their attitude and team ethic were excellent, and an example to other teams. 

Dan Howard and James Keal represented the Nidderdale U13s in the Yorkshire Junior Cricket 

Festival.  They won their first three matches but were unlucky to lose to North Yorkshire, the 

eventual winners, by only 2 runs in the semi-final. 

The Under 15s produced a brilliant performance to defeat Harrogate and win the League title. 

Fielding first they restricted Harrogate to 82 lead by James Ward’s impressive five over spell 

conceding only 3 runs. He was ably supported by Dan Howard and all the fielders exerting pressure. 

Knaresborough then knocked off the runs for the loss of only one wicket with captain Jack Witham 

anchoring the innings with 18*, James Webster made 28 and Dom Tear saw them home with 26*. 

The U17’s again reached the Arthur Barrett Cup final and were up against Ouseburn CC. It is 

becoming something of a habit to win this competition as Knaresborough have won it for the past 4 

years. Despite this there was no complacency on the night and Knaresborough’s 136 for 7 was too 

much for Ouseburn who finished on 124 for 9. The Ed Cousens Man of the Match award went to 

our own Jack Whitham for his innings of 46 which set the conditions for the win.  

These achievements would not be possible without the help and support of all those who freely give 

up their time to coach, manage, look after the ground and the playing surfaces and otherwise help 

out throughout the year. Thank you all. 

Table Tennis continues at the club although there are not as many teams now as there have been in 

the past. Malcolm Watson, the TT sections representative on the General Committee sadly passed 

away during the year. He will be fondly remembered and sadly missed.  

We also continue to support the darts teams at the club. Andy Nixon arranges most things darts in 

the area and within the league and we look forward to hosting the next competition later this month. 

Knaresborough Striders running club are now part and parcel of things at Aspin Lane. They are well 

integrated into the club, have their regular sessions and are a respected organisation in their own 

right. Lets do all we can to ensure the relationship continues to grow and prosper. 

The bar has once again performed admirably and it is only right that Brian and Wendy get the 

acclaim that they deserve for managing the bar during the year.  

At the AGM it is right to acknowledge the work done by others in the bar and house area, Kevin 

and Angela for their support with socials and caravan rallies, The Tour de France weekend was a 

great success. Brian and Anita are also thanked for their support in that area. Neil and Shirley 

Holden merit special mention for their enthusiasm in all things bar and house, not least the TV 

sponsorship package that they administer. 



The most significant off; field, road, table and oche happening during 2014 was the utilisation of the 

Sport England grant. We now have a new electronic scoreboard, a refurbished clubhouse exterior, 

new boiler and improved shower facilities among other things. There is still work to be done. We 

have had to raise a significant sum to finance these works in addition to the grant. This means extra 

efforts at activities during the year such as the Duck Race and the fireworks night and the markets 

set up and strike down. Thanks are due to Andy Ward senior for organising the people input to 

these events. There was also some excellent work done on the sponsorship front by Alex Dawson 

who has secured some 3 year packages with the companies and individuals represented by the 

advertising boards near the entrance and on the scorebox.  

With one exception I’m not going to mention the committee members by name but you and they 

know who they are. We all pat ourselves and each other on the back now and then so I won’t labour 

the thanks here. It goes without saying that running this cricket club business has its downs but we 

keep coming back for the ups. There are ups. Sometimes we do smile. It has been known for a joke 

to be cracked in Committee meetings. I think this year it was in April. As always we need more 

people to help run and manage the business. If you think you might like to get involved please 

please do. It looks good on the CV for the upwardly mobile and it is especially rewarding on a 

Friday night when you see the clubhouse full and 90 junior cricketers enjoying themselves. That 

cannot just happen.  

The exception to the no name policy is the big fellow Jonathan Corcoran who I will single out for 

special mention. Corky is never far away when anything needs doing or is being done. He gives a 

great deal of himself to the club and I want to say well done and thank you. Every club, cricket or 

otherwise needs a Corky. Thank goodness we have ours. 

I’m sure I will have missed someone I should have mentioned. Please forgive me. It’s not 

deliberate. I’m getting on! Thank you whoever you are. 

Next year will be a very special one and the report to the 2015 AGM will be a challenge I’m sure. I 

might change the format. Anything for an easy life. Please make every effort to be as involved as 

possible with the bi centenary celebrations. Not many cricket clubs in the world have reached this 

landmark. I’m fairly sure there are no football clubs with 200 years of history. It is special. It will be 

even more special with as much involvement from our very highly valued members as possible and 

if each of you can involve family friends and neighbours we could get away to the next 100 years 

with a great start and cement our position as one of the key centres and pillars of Knaresborough’s 

community. 

Thanks again! 


